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Other Gold 
By the Rev. R. R. Gregory, Secretary, Caribbean Agency 

a) RING the long-ago Spanish 
occupation, the area along the 
Spanish Main, known to-day as Vene- 
_zuela and Colombia, surpassed Mex- 
ico and Peru in the output of gold, 
the total value of gold since the con- 
quest being reckoned at six to eight 
hundred million dollars. A Apure River territory, in 1924, by the 
Venezuela now is one of the great- 3 Rev. Gerard Bailly, “the Apure evan- 
est centers of oil industry in the R. R. GREGORY  gelized by the Apurefios” has become 
world. Many millions of dollars have the ruling principle of volunteer col- 
been coined from oil extracted on the east side portage work, personally conducted and directed 
of Lake Maracaibo, and millions more are by Don Diego. The first contingent set the 
being sought standard as to 
in the vast : neat Dee e the type of 
stretches of the workers: that 
Orinoco River is, men who 
plains, hoping were living 
that some day products of the 
those tremen- Book, and wit- 
dous areas will nesses to its re- 
also give up ality in their 
their “black lives. Their vol- 
gold,” as the unteer service 
erude oil is was a work of 
Sometimes faith, going 
called. forth furnish- 
But, beside ing mostly their 
the yellow gold own means of 


and the black transportation, 
gold of Venezuela, there is “other gold,” which with no other remuneration than the sale of 


the men of the Book have unearthed for His Scriptures. Four years ago, Mr. Bailly organ- 
treasure house. ized the scattered con- 
gregations into an 
assembly. These gather- 
ings have grown in 
numbers each year, un- 
til the first converts of 
the initial sowing have 
now become well-nigh a 
thousand. This year the 
Annual Assembly was 
presided over by Aris- 
tides Diaz, an Indian 
endowed with powerful 
evangelistic gifts and 
personality. They met 


: 
5 


for almost twenty years. Thousands 
of Scriptures had been scattered 
among the inhabitants of the plains 
and forests of that region. For half 
a generation it seemed as if the leaven 
was lying dormant in the mass. With 
the organization of the work in the 


One Illustration 


About 1910, Don 
Diego Martinez, an In- 
dian, and José Rosas 
started from the He- 
bron Bible School, near 
Caracas, with burros 
loaded with Scriptures, 
tramping several hun- 
dred miles through the 
llanos to San Fernando 
on the Apure River. 
They traveled vast Ce eG 
stretches of territory, yoLUNTEERS INSPIRED BY DON DIEGO (at right) 10 their own permanent 


and suffered many dif- building, constructed at 
ficulties, dangers, and privations as they went. their own expense, with a seating capacity of 


Don Diego has kept in touch with this work over six hundred—a fine bit of self-support. 
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We can truly say that, from the Apure to the 
Arauca Rivers, the inhabitants have seen a 
great light and the whole country has been 
evangelized. This unparalleled and spontane- 
ous response by a people wholly ignorant of 
the Scriptures and all else in life beyond the 
jungle and cattle ranches, suddenly multiplying 
into a great company, is the marvel of friends 
and indifferent ones of all classes in the state, 
not a few of whom are already identifying 
themselves with the testimony of the value of 
the Book. 

Another Illustration 


Efraim Olovarieto, of the peon class, first 
heard the gospel through the Scandinavian 
Mission paper, La Estrella de la Mafana. He 
could read very little, but he bought a Bible. 
For health reasons, he moved his family from 
the state of 
Zamora to 
San Nicolas, 
in the state of 
Portuegesa. 
When the 
people learned 
that the fam- 
ily were Prot- 
Qvale Se 2 
house was re- 
fused them in 
ten LOW i 
They hung 
their ham- 
mocks under a 
large tree at 
the edge of 
the town, and lived there as best they could. 

In 1925, Antoline Tovar, a government cen- 
sus taker, asked some one if there were more 
families living in that section of San Nicolas. 
At first they said no, and then followed with 
“Ves: there is a family living under the big 
tree over yonder.” “I must get their names 
too,” said Tovar. When it came to the ques- 
tion of religion, Don Efraim replied, “Protes- 
tante.” Tovar asked what that meant. Don 
Efraim took up his Bible, and a discussion fol- 
lowed on the gospel. He gave Tovar the Bible. 
Afterward they got together frequently, and 
the conversion of Tovar followed. 

Tovar, being a man of influence, secured a 
house for the family. The two men worked 
together and began to spread the gospel 
throughout the entire community. To-day 
there is a congregation of 120 worshipping in 
a chapel built by the believers themselves, with 
a seating capacity of over two hundred. Tovar 
owns a small farm near by and gives much of 
his time to the little church. 
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Mr. Feuerstein at right front, peddler behind him 
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A Third Illustration 


Los Ranchos is about seventy-five miles from 
El Tocuyo, in the state of Lara. I passed 
through miles of that country on my last visit 
to Venezuela. The country reminds one of a 
large desert. Cactus trees and sage brush and 
thousands of goats abound. The region is. 
sparsely settled, and one wonders how the peo- 
ple live. 

Six years ago, José Ramos, a government 
inspector and tax collector of liquor distilleries, 
visited Los Ranchos. Don José was converted 
several years before that, and in his business 
took advantage of preaching the gospel and 
also carried a few Bibles and New Testaments | 
with him. On that trip he preached at one of 
the distilleries and sold a Bible to Fortunato | 
Melendez. Four years later, this man’s mother 
died. Up to 
that time the: 
Bible had not | 
been rea@ 
Fortunato was | 
his mother’s | 
favorite, and 
her deat® 
brought great 
sorrow to him. 
He thought of 
the book he 
had_ bought, 
and began to 
read it. The: 
words of the 
Psalmist again 
were vindi- 
cated ; for “the entrance of thy words” brought 
new light into the family. The Bible was then 
read to the neighbors, A year ago, Fortunato » 
came to the Pentecostal Mission station at El 
Tocuyo, and reported that there were now 
twelve believers who were asking for an evan- 
gelist to visit them. 

In January of 1932, Mr. Feuerstein sent. 
José Ramos to Los Ranchos. After a short 
time, Don José returned and reported the names. 
of twenty-one believers. In February, Mr. and 
Mrs. Feuerstein both went and found forty 
believers. Within six months’ time a chapel 
was built. On the day of dedication the num- 
ber had increased to eighty. 


A Fourth Illustration 


While at Los Ranchos, the Feuersteins heard 
of a group of believers at El Habra, about 
twenty-five miles beyond, who also wanted 
some one to preach to them. Never had a for- 
eign missionary visited that place. The en- 
trance of the Word came by another way. A 
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dried-meat peddler of that place, on a trip to that day, Don José and one of the boys from 
another town many miles away, heard the gos- El Rancho arrived. The women fell-on their 
pel and bought a Bible. He could not read, but faces and thanked God for answered prayer. 
had learned a few hymns. A little group in El A few months later, the missionaries visited 
_ Habra held services the best they knew how. El Habra to baptize the believers and dedicate 
They began with a song, and a little girl, the the chapel they had built themselves. An old 
only one who could read, read the Bible; they lady, ninety years of age, was one of the bap- 
had prayer and closed the service with another tized members. She faithfully attends the serv- 
song, and back to their homes they went. ices, walking about eight miles from her home 

The Feuersteins sent Don José Ramos to El in the hills. Higinio Linares, of but a few 
Habra, and what a reception he received! It years experience in the gospel, is at present 
developed that the women used to gather and _ their pastor. He lives with the dried-meat ped- 
pray the Lord to send an evangelist. One of dler, and gets his board and lodging. The 
the women called together a few others, one small offerings he gets from the congregation 
day, and told them that she had word from the keeps him in clothing. Thus is given another 
Lord that some one was coming. About noon illustration of self-support in mission work. 


Among the Shaker Indians 


By the Rev. A. Wesley Mell, Secretary, Pacific Agency 


In this controversy the Indians of 
Oregon, led by an evangelical and 
evangelistic Indian bishop, the Rev. 
D. M. Hart, a Bible-reading and 
Bible-loving leader, have taken the 
Bible as their religious guide and in- 
spiration. In this, a Miss Endicott 
Ober, of a well-known Massachusetts 


N July, I went to the Klamath 
Indian Reservation in southern 

Oregon, to meet in conference with 
_ the Shaker Indians. 

Among them there is a distinctive 
and notable religious movement — 
vital and pentecostal, the outgrowth 
of the primitive Indian culture of the 
last two hundred years, mixed with a Congregational family, has been a 
general infiltration of Roman Cath- : strong influence. Miss Ober, a Bible 
olic and Protestant teaching. God gry. a. w. Meri advocate, has been a missionary for 
has not left these Indians without a twenty-six years among these West- 
witness, and, in answer to their longings for ern Indians, and is a deeply pious and conse- 
spiritual guidance and satisfaction, has won- crated power for good among them. 
derfully come to them, leading many hundreds As a representative of the American Bible 
into a fuller light and to the blessings of the Society, I was most cordially received and 
gospel. given a splendid hearing at a meeting of over 

It has been a deep question among these three hundred Klamath Reservation Indians. 
Western Indians as to whether they should ac- The services of the conference were held in a 
cept and use the Bible. Some have argued that large Shaker church, followed by a most im- 
the Bible represents the white man’s religion, pressive ceremonial, in which spiritual aspira- 
and acceptance of it would destroy the Indian’s tions and inspirations were expressed and em- 
culture, traditions, and faith of the Indian fa- _ phasized. 
thers. Others have declared that, if young Over 300 Gospels, Testaments, and Bibles 
people among the Indians are to be kept in the were distributed at this conference. The pur- 
religious life, they must have a forward-looking — chasing of these Scriptures was most eager, and 
religion such as is found in the Bible, and can-_ the influence of the Bible was widely spread 
not depend wholly on their past Indian customs and strengthened among these Shaker and other 
and culture. Indians throughout a large Western territory. 


e ° e 
What It Does 
By the Rev. J. L. McLaughlin, D.D., Secretary, Northwestern Agency 
HERE was something familiar about him, category of some one I should have known. 
as he walked into the salesroom, though But I failed to connect. ; mig 
I could not place him. His broad smile and His cheery “Buenos dias, amigo mio,” re- 
‘friendly greeting put him immediately into the called the “dia” and the occasion, as he pro- 
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ceeded in voluble Spanish to tell me of that 
time, three months before, when he had come 
asking for the gift of a Bible. He had never 
seen a Bible before. Some one had told him 
that we would give a copy to anyone really 
desiring one and unable to make the purchase. 
He was out of work, disheartened, discouraged, 
and a sorry-looking specimen. 

Now it was all so different. His eyes 
sparkled. His clothes were neat and clean, and 
he radiated an atmosphere of comfortable pros- 
perity and good cheer. In response to my in- 
quiries, he related how he had taken that Bible, 
had gone to his sordid quarters, and how he 
began to read this old, old story. As he put it, 
as he read, it gave him courage. He started out 
to find work. In the very first place he applied 
for a position, he secured employment. The 
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next Sunday he went to a Baptist church—the : 
first time he had ever been in an evangelical 
church. He had been a steady attendant since | 
at the meetings, had read his Bible every day, 
and had realized a new joy and hope and re- 
ligious experience in his soul. 

Now he had come to purchase more Bibles— 
“just like that one you gave me”—to give to 
his friends and relatives. And he wanted an 
especially nice Bible to send to his parents in 
far-off Mexico; for they had never yet so 
much as seen a copy of the Holy Book. 

As he went out with his Bibles, we could not 
but rejoice in the transformation that had come 
into his life during those past three months. 
May each of these ten Bibles be as fruitful as 
was the one we gave him, and may we have 
many more such callers in the days to come. 


Notes and Comments 


| OR Bible Sunday, increasingly 
observed the world over, this year is a 
little later than usual, falling on December 10. 
Fuller announcement will be made in the No- 
vember issue of the Recorp. Material to as- 
sist in its celebration will then be described, 
and will be found worthy of comparison with 
that supplied in previous years. 


A CABLE brings 
word of a serious loss 
to the British and For- 
eign Bible Society 
through the death of 
Sir Alexander Glegg. 
As chairman of its 
general committee, he 
was practically the ac- 
tive president, render- 
ing valuable and 
valued service. At the 
London Conference of 
representatives of the 
3ritish, Scotch, and 
American Bible Socie- 
ties held in July 1932, 
he was a genial and 
helpful chairman. Our 
sympathy and condolences are extended to the 
officers and friends of our sister Society. 


sibilities. 


may be had 
stamps or coin. 


Dept. U. 


One of our donors regrets his diminished 
contribution owing to the depression, because 
he considers the work of the Society the “high- 
est calling in this or in any other land.” He 


Let There Be Light! 


A Beautiful Pageant-Drama 
on the Bible 


A skilful combination of music, hymns, 
Scripture passages, tableaux, and episodes, 
by Elliot Field showing the significance of 
the Bible and having unusual dramatic pos- 


So flexible in arrangement that either large 
or small churches can present it. 
thing for Universal Bible Sunday. 


Just the = i 
A LAWYER from 
Copies, carrying production privileges, Virginia thus men- 
at twenty-five cents each, in tions an incident of 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Astor Place 


added: “When my parents landed in New 
York, emigrants from Sweden, they were met 
at the dock by a man who handed them a New 
Testament published by the American Bible 
Society. They were Christians, and this act of 
welcome gave them an impression never erased. 
Oh, for means to bear this gospel to every 
nook and corner of this globe.” 
e 
A DONOR writes: “T 
have a diamond ring 
I paid $100 for a few 
years ago. Could you 
dispose of it so that 
I could put it into an 
annuity with you? In 
this depression, I 
would feel better not 
to have it.” 


the day before, which 
prompted him to has- 
ten his contribution. 


New York City As I passed along a 


street lined with dilapi- 
dated houses, I saw an old 
lady in one, leaning with her hands and head on a cane, 
while a young woman was reading to her from a Bible. 
How can I deny the little I send, that you may be able 
to hand to some old person a book filled with such 
promise of hope and comfort as the one I saw being 
read to that old lady, and lighting for her the way as 
she passed down “the valley of the shadow’? 


Gifts for the work are most welcome in them- 
selves, but such messages give added flavor. 
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In the Regions Beyond 


By John Ritchie, Secretary, Upper Andes Agency 


N South America, there are two 
_ it different types of backlands. There 
are districts which lie comparatively 
close to the centers of population, but 
left in isolation by the routes of mod- 
ern travel. The others are the terri- 
tories which are so remote from mod- 
ern transportation, that they have 
been but sparsely colonized. 

In the latter regions, life remains 
almost untouched by the currents of 
life and thought which flow in more favored 
places. The ancient customs continue, with 
their superstitions, their prejudices, their igno- 
rance, and their poverty. The school is hardly 
known. Few can read. Books are rare. Many 
do not even know of the existence of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

It is the privilege of the Bible Society to 
pioneer ahead of the missionaries in such 
regions. The work is sometimes dangerous 
and is generally trying; but, in the long run, 
it is most fruitful. 

In eastern Bolivia, there is a vast territory 
of this second class. It embraces the eastern 
foothills of the Andes and the unmapped lands 
of marsh and bush which stretch away east to 
the Paraguay River, separating Bolivia from 
Brazil. It is certainly in the category of the 
“regions beyond.” It forms a belt, which 
merges, on the south, into the wilds of north- 
ern Chaco, home of the Guarani Indians, and, 
on the north, into the untamed, savage lands 
of Amazonia. 

Into this territory there traveled, late in 
1932, a young couple, in whom the ends of the 
earth, and remotest traditions of race and creed, 
had met together. They went to carry the Holy 
Scriptures to people who not only sit in dark- 
ness, but who do not realize how dark it is. 
Frank L,, Prout was born in 
Jamaica, of Mohammedan: 
parents, who had migrated 
thither from Calcutta. In 
early childhood, he was taken 
by his parents to Cuba, where 
he received his education and 
a natural command of Span- 
ish. He served as a Cuban 
customs officer, then was a 
traveling salesman some three years. 

In the meanwhile, he had been brought to 
personal faith in Jesus Christ. As he took an 
active part in Christian work, he suffered the 
opposition of his own family, until, through his 
- prayers and witness, they also were won to the 


FRANK L, PROUT 


JOHN RITCHIE 


faith. In the goodness of God, the 
way was opened for him to go to the 
Toronto Bible College. While there 
he met, as fellow student, the Cana- 
dian lady who is now his wife. Dur- 
ing his spare time in Canada, he again 
canvassed for a business firm, so 
gaining further experience for doing 
the work of a colporteur. 

Encouraged, and in some degree 
helped by the Toronto church which 
they had joined, they set out for Bolivia as 
missionaries, though lacking regular support. 
In God’s providence, they met the agent of the 
American Bible Society, and an arrangement 
was made for Mr. Prout to do the work of a 
colporteur in that largely virgin territory of 
eastern Bolivia. 

Starting work in Santa Cruz, he had quite 
exceptional success from the beginning, not 
only in placing a large number of books, but in 
so awakening interest in the Book, that there 
have been “signs following.’ Some who 
bought began to come to his home for Bible 
study. One man bought a Bible, and left off 
his former Sunday pastimes to read it. A 
storekeeper was disposed to be hostile; but, 
while the colporteur persisted in awakening in- 
terest, some one came in and stood behind him. 
The storekeeper smiled more than recognition. 
On looking round, the colporteur found a new 
| prospect«= im the) percon™ or ra ypriest. air: 
Prout gave him a hearty handshake and ex- 
pressed his satisfaction that a priest should be 
listening to the conversation. The priest 
bought a Bible and recommended the store- 
keeper to buy one also, while the store em- 
ployees bought sets of the Gospels. 

The attitude of this priest was not represent- 
ative of his fellows. The local bishop started 
a very active campaign against both the colpor- 
teur and his books. The local newspaper gave 
the bishop good publicity, and, for a time, many 
of the common people were stirred adversely. 
Some even ran into their houses and locked 
their doors when they saw the colporteur com- 
ing. However, a statement was issued, setting 
forth just what the colporteur was doing and 
what the Book is that he was selling. Feeling 
largely changed. To buy the Book, some of 
the more intelligent sought him out, Nico- 
demuslike, when no one would know. At the 
close of his first campaign in Santa Cruz, he 
reckoned that, in eight homes out of every ten, 
a Bible, a Testament, or a Gospel was bought. 

So as to deal with the territory systematically, 
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a survey was made of population and distances. 
To the north, the dank and dark forest of Ama- 
zonia stretches—an endless tangle of vegeta- 
tion. To the east, the territory of Santa Cruz 
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consists largely of open plains, where thousands 
of wild cattle roam at liberty. Rivers, which 
wind through thousands of miles, change their 
courses from year to year. A famous trail 
connects Santa Cruz with Puerto Suarez, four 
hundred miles away on the Paraguay River. 
In the dry season, the traveler along it suffers 
from lack of water; in the rainy season, hun- 
dreds of miles are converted into an inland sea. 
Oxcarts take several months to make the jour- 
ney. To the south, there stands a mass of arid 
mountains, and, beyond them, fertile valleys 
and fetid forests. 

A British missionary kindly took Mr. Prout 
in his car on a run over much of the available 
road, so as to get a clear idea of the surround- 
ing districts. The nearest large village was 
found to be twenty-one miles away, the next 
another fifteen, the third another ten, 
and the next another twenty miles 
away. Between these places there are 
only a few small straw huts. Several 
of these villages have from 1,500 to 
2,000 inhabitants. There is no rail- 
road in the whole region, which has 
an area greater than the state of 
Montana, indeed about three times 
that of Illinois. The motor road 
which has been opened to the south 
does not follow the old mule trail, 
and leaves many of the villages and 
estancias, or plantations, still to be 
reached by mule. 

In view of these conditions, Mr. 
Prout has been supplied with a good 
riding mule and its equipment, and he is work- 
ing his extensive territory systematically. So 
as to take advantage of the concourse of work- 
ers during the rice and coffee harvests, he set 
out to visit some of the estancias away to the 
north, and traveled beyond Cuatro Ojos. This 
was hard going. 
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An Exciting Experience 


While thus pioneering, passing through a 
lonely district of dense forest, he encountered 
fourteen wild Indians, completely naked, very 
dirty, all with hair to their waists, the men 
armed with big bows and arrows, and the chief 
wearing feathers round his head. Both the 
mule and the rider were scared at first sight of 
them. Mr. Prout had been warned of the 
danger of being attacked by such Indians; 
nevertheless he was unarmed. However, he 
had not much time to think what he should do; 
for they soon surrounded him, making signs 
that they were hungry. They understood no 
Spanish, not even the common wayfaring salu- 
tation. He had some eggs and rice cakes in his 
saddlebags, and gave them these. They ate 
everything in a couple of gulps, and even ate 
the shells of the eggs. He tried to converse 
with them of God, in Spanish. They talked in 
their own tongue. But neither understood the 
other, save that, by smiles and gestures, he 
tried to make them understand his solicitude 
for them. It was now dusk, and he was in 
some doubt as to whether they would let him 
go on; but when, finally, he started to lead his 
mule forward, they made farewell gestures and 
glided off into the woods. He was informed, 


on arriving at his destination, that there were 
other groups in the district, who are distin- 
guished by their short bows and who are very 
dangerous, shooting from ambush at the way- 
farer. This trip was forty leagues each way. 
So, in trials oft and not infrequently in some 
danger, knowing hunger and thirst and weari- 
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ness, the pioneer pursues his solitary way with 
his leather saddlebags loaded to capacity with 
books. In many of these districts, the Bible is 
the only means of bringing the gospel to the 
people, as there are not, and probably will not 
be for a long time, any Christian workers in 
these far-scattered villages. A great part of 
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oon Is practically virgin soil for the sale restricted until May. Nevertheless, during the 
. criptures. The rainy season is from months of March, April, and May, 1,413 books 
ecember till April. Travel is therefore greatly were sold, 140 of these being Bibles. 


az A Word of Thanks 


By Audrea Bowman, Presbyterian Home Missionary 


<< EV 
5 S VERAL months ago, your Society of reading and memorizing of the Scriptures. 
through the Rev. M. B. Porter, of the Times are very difficult here in the coal camps 
South Atlantic Agency, sent me a box of Gos- of West Virginia. We had to use various 
pels and Bibles, to be used in Bible school work means to lessen expenses, and we succeeded. All 
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the three schools together cost only ten dollars. 
NE LaSalle “T thank you for your hearty cooperation. 


in the mission field here. We had three daily I am enclosing some group picture negatives 
vacation Bible schools with over two hundred of the children and one of the teachers. These 
children enrolled. It was very gratifying to see were taken at Sharples, Monclo, and Clothier, 
the joy the children experienced out of having W. Va., three small coal camps, fifty miles 
the little Gospels to use. They did a great deal south of Charleston.” 


A Significant Milestone 


MILESTONE of much significance was United States Department of Agriculture; Miss Ting 
Shu-Ching, general secretary, National Committee of 


passed in China last June when, on_ the Young Women’s Christian Association of China; 
30th of the month, the Advisory Council of the Rey. T. C. Wu, general secretary, Chinese Mission to 
Bible Societies in China met and was organ-  Lepers; Rev. E. S. Yu, rector, St. Peter’s (Episco- 


ized. This council was brought into being as a a ae ne meee 5 i Bebe canes aa 
: : a ila st; ; , Ic , bishop 
result of conferences i London, im 1932, be Chekiang (Sheng Kung Hwei); Dr. Fong F. See, 
tween the British and Foreign Bible Society, editor emeritus, Commercial Press, and past president 
the National Bible Society of Scotland, and the of Shanghai Rotary; Rev. G. W. Gibb, China direc- 
American Bible Society. Its functions are to tor, China Inland Mission; Mr. D. E. Hoste, general 
director, China Inland Mission; Rev. Z. T. Kaung, 


advise the three Societies and to assist in the Be oc Olona milcriadist se mccone Chuan Coutht 


development of a China Bible Society. Soochow ; mee F. W. Poate, managing director, 
: : Ae: Mackenzie & Co.; Rev. Z. K. Zia, editorial secretary, 

The committee has as its members: Christian Literature Society, and Secretaries Shep- 
Rev. A. W. Allan, executive secretary, Christian ard, Milward, and Lacy, of the three Bible Societies. 


Literature Society; Rev. T. C. Bau, executive secre- Fourteen were present at the organization 
eee ie one Bare een ions Forree e meeting, which was characterized by Dr. Cheng 
OI eae P Ching-yi as one of the most important events 


ary Societies; Dr. Cheng Ching-yi, general secretary, JST. i 
National Christian Council, and moderator, Church of of the year for the Christian movement in 


Christ in China; Rev. Alfred T. Y. Chow, general China. The committee organized by the elec- 
secretary, Christian Endeavor Society for China; {jon of Dr. Cheng Ching-yi as chairman, 


Miss Margaret Frame, secretary, China Mission ; : : : 
Council of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Mis- Bishop Curtis as vice chairman, and Rev. E. S. 
‘sions; Mr. Fred J. Rossiter, assistant commissioner, Yu_as secretary. 
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Working through Others 


HE principal work of the Society in 

Scripture distribution is done, naturally, 
through its Agencies at home and abroad. But 
a very important supplementary service is ren- 
dered, both at home and abroad, through those 
technically called “correspondents.”” These may 
be individuals, or organizations such as the 
American Sunday-school Union, and the Na- 
tional Board of Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church here in the United States; Bible So- 
cieties or missionary organizations or, again, 
individuals, in foreign lands. That this service 
is accomplishing something very real is illus- 
trated by stories which emanate from it. Here 
are some recent samples: 


Down in Kentucky 


Early this year the nation was shocked by 
the story of a son who had slain his aged moth- 
er in a religious frenzy, down in Kentucky. 
The details were distressing and surprising, but 
into them we need not go. 

For many years the American Bible Society 
has made annual large grants of Bibles and 
Testaments to the American Sunday-school 
Union for distribution through its colporteurs. 

The incident led to the sending of one of the 
Union colporteurs to investigate. His discovery 
that there had been no religious instruction or 
Bible teaching in that region for a generation, 
led to the gathering of the better element for 
the formation of a Sunday school and Bible 
study. Few Bibles were owned, poverty was 
great, so the colporteur offered a New Testa- 
ment to all pupils under twelve, and a Bible to 
all over twelve, who attended every Sunday for 
the first quarter. The colporteur was rather 
staggered to find, at the end of the quarter, 
this offer necessitated obtaining 20 New Testa- 
ments and 50 whole Bibles. But a donation 
solved his problem and cheered the recipients. 
The attendance of the Sunday school had risen 
to over 100. And now the superintendent 
writes that “we are making up money to build 
a new church house and Sunday school.” The 
atmosphere of the place has decidedly changed. 


In France 


A generous contribution goes to help the 
work of the Bible Society of France both in the 
publishing and distribution of the Scriptures. 
This little sidelight from a recent report is en- 
couraging : 

A visiting pastor of the Nismes prison writes: “My 
attention had been directed to a man, sentenced to 
penal servitude,—a real bandit, from his antecedents,— 


who listened always attentively and composedly, and 
every Sunday asked for a New ‘Testament. One 


day a guard said to me: “You just watch that fel- 
low. He slips secretly into the effects of those that 
leave for the penal colonies, one of, those little books 
that you are distributing.” A bandit endued with the 
missionary spirit! 


In Italy 


From the director of the Methodist Mission 
work in Italy comes this testimony about the 
growing influence of the Scriptures there: 


We have discovered that, while we have not gained 
a great deal in membership during recent years, we 
have, in a marvelous way, increased our influence 
among people who-are brought to us especially by the 
desire to read and own the Bible. They know that 
it is only through the Protestants that they can get 
hold of the Scriptures. We use the opportunity for 
religious conversation, always with very profitable 
results. When one thinks that this movement is ex- 
perienced not only among country people, but also 
among the middle class, which has a great place in the 
life of the nation, nobody can say what may be, in 
the future, the final results of this increased interest 
in the Word of God. 


In India 


These arresting illustrations come as a result 
of assistance granted to a Congregational mis- 
sion in South India: 


There was a rich merchant undergoing treatment 
in one of our mission hospitals. The evangelist was 
on his way through the ward, carrying a New Testa- 
ment. The merchant asked to look at it. The evan- 
gelist handed it over, at the same time telling him a 
little about it. The merchant said he wanted to learn 
about the life of Christ; so he began to read. A few 
days later, when the evangelist called again, the 
merchant took the Testament in his hand and said, 
“This holy book of the Christians has great power to 
change people. When I came here, I left instructions 
with my sons to do as much harm as possible to a 
particular enemy of mine. But, now, this book has 
changed me. I cannot hate him, or anybody. This 
is because of the power of Jesus, who pleaded for 
those who were murdering him. Really, he is a divine 
being.” 

At another hospital, a leprosy patient was dis- 
charged, cured. In his gratitude, the first thing he 
did was to go to the bookstore and buy a Bible. He 
would not take a Testament, but wanted the whole 
Bible. He said he would carry it from village to 
village, telling the people what Christ had done for 
him and would do for them. 

Several of our workers write that Hindus seem to 
be increasingly eager to own Bibles. In one town, 
there lived a wealthy old Hindu, said to be ninety-eight 
years old. He was a great reader of Hindu books, 
and very strict and regular in performing religious 
ceremonies. In fact, he has not come out of his upper 
room in the past twelve years, but has lived there on 
a little milk once a day, and very little sleep. Yet, 
for all his austerity, he did not feel satisfied. He 
thought he would send for a Christian worker and find 
out what there was in the Christian religion. The 
Christian gave the old man a New Testament. He 
read it through, and then asked for a complete Bible. 
He is now reading on joyfully, because he has confi- 
dence that he is on the right path at last. 
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___A worker called one day on the Hindu schoolmaster 

of a village, where there were no Christians. The 
_ schoolmaster said he wanted a New Testament to 
read. Except for his schoolbooks, there was prac- 
tically no reading matter in the entire village, and 
few who could read if there had been books. The 


- schoolmaster started to read the new book aloud to 


himself, and, as usual in an Indian village, he soon 
had an admiring audience. He saw that it was worth 
hearing; so he invited several of his friends to come 
around and listen of an evening. They came, and in 
Indian fashion, they kept on coming night after night, 
until the story was finished. The teacher is ready to 
become a Christian, the headman has promised his 
support and encouragement, and most of the village is 
- talking it over. 

There were two ascetics who wandered from shrine 
to shrine in search of the Way, but finally came to 
the conclusion that all the holy places were useless, 
and all the seekers, deluded. So they joined the Self- 
respect Movement, which is South India’s contribution 
to the antireligious spirit of the times. One day, they 
were walking along the street and were attracted by 
the music and exhortations of an evangelistic service. 
They stopped to listen, and were given Scripture por- 
tions to carry away with them at the end. These 
they read, and came back to the evangelist to get 
Bibles. From that day, they have lost interest in ir- 
religion. One of them has attended every church 
service and is pressing for baptism. 


The writer concludes: 


Many of the people I have written about can afford 
to buy Bibles or Testaments at the below-cost prices 
at which they are sold out here. But they won't buy 
them, until they find out what is inside them. Your 
grants are helping the very poor, of course; but they 
are also helping to overcome the sales-resistance of 
those who ought to be able to afford to buy their own 
Bibles. Our workers are able to put the Book into 
their hands for a small price or fee, and often the 
book does its own work in their hearts. 


In Africa 


From Kawambwa, North Rhodesia, Central 
Africa, this report comes concerning a grant: 
“The Scriptures were very welcome. We 
started using the Bibles in school at once. The 
Testaments are on sale, but did not go quickly, 
owing to the extreme poverty of the natives 
at present. Although we were willing to sell 
them at cost price, the people would come and 
look at them, long to own one, then leave 
reluctantly, having no money. So we decided 
to let them put in work for the mission to the 
value of the books, and you should witness 
their joy at this proposal. They just pour in 
for work now. Ina short time the stock will 
be consumed.” 

The Islands 


For generations the Society has helped the 
work in the Pacific islands. Wonderful stories 
have come of the work of the translators who 
have reduced languages to written form and 
created grammars and dictionaries, while 
-Christianizing the cannibals. 

The mission work started in the Gilbert Is- 
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lands by American missionaries is now under 
the care of British missionaries of the London 
Mission. 

Two shipments totaling 1,100 Bibles and 250 
New Testaments in Gilbertese were sent from 
the Bible House in 1932 to supply the call. 
That the Scriptures are desired and appreci- 
ated by these islanders is shown by the fact 
that, after remitting £400 in 1931, received 
from the people for volumes purchased, the 
missionaries, in 1932, remitted a further £100. 
The books are sold at such prices as seem fair 
to the missionaries to accept from the islanders 
in their poverty ; and the missionaries are deep- 
ly grateful for the aid of the American Bible 
Society. The Rev. W. A. Levett, writing for 
them, remarks: 

Your late shipment of 500 Bibles in cloth and 99 in 
imitation leather came in mid-March by our mission 
schooner. Both bindings have been much admired. 
Large numbers of the former are already in circula- 
tion. We are reserving the “leather-bound and gilt- 
edged” copies for native ministers or other privileged 
purchasers, or for special “presentation” copies. 

While these islanders and the missionaries 
are not so isolated as in former decades, largely 
through the radio, it is still a fact that they 
have to look well ahead, as is indicated by the 
last call for Scriptures from Mr. Levett which 
he asks to have sent by way of the Fiji Islands, 


ON THEIR FIRST HOME TRIP IN TEN YEARS 


counting on receiving them just eleven months 
later ! 

Incidentally, Mr. Levett adds: “At the con- 
clusion of the next visitation voyage, I am due 
to leave with my wife and two daughters for 
our first home furlough since leaving the home 
country in 1923.” The “visitation voyage” men- 
tioned above is made twice a year by the mis- 
sionaries, among the scattered Gilbert Islands, 
to stimulate the pastors and teachers, and inspect 
and encourage congregations and schools. Sud- 
den or severe storms often make it hazardous. 
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Many Friends — More Hoped For 


By September 15, nearly four hundred and fifty persons had become 
Such encouraging loyalty 


Society’s “One Thousand Friends’ Club.” 


charter members of the 
leads the officers of the 


Society to believe that, before the year ends, the desired goal will have been reached and the list 
qill contain fully one thousand nanies. 


ATE in April, letters began to be sent to a 
selected list of recognized Bible lovers, 
with an invitation to become charter members 
of an organization to be known as the “One 
Thousand Friends’ Club.” Accompanying the 
invitation was a certificate attractively printed 
and carrying the gold seal of the Society. The 
invitation was as follows: 


You have been one of those loyal supporters of 
the American Bible Society for whom we are in- 
expressibly grateful. Your friendship and devo- 
tion are among our greatest assets. With the 
thought of giving our mutual interests tangible 
form, we have instituted an honorary organiza- 
tion to be known as the ONE 
THOUSAND FRIENDS’ CLUB. 

Membership in this club indi- 
cates that, in an unprecedented 
financial emergency, many 
friends of the Society have ral- 
lied to the cause of heralding 
the comfort and counsel of the 
Scriptures across a discouraged 
world. 


Responses to this invitation 
have been gratifyingly prompt 
and uniformly cordial. The 
first acceptance was from a 
layman in Philadelphia, whose 


delightfully cheering letter 
came by return mail. New 


York, Pennsylvania, and New 
Jersey lead in the number of 
members, with California 
fourth. 

Acceptances have been received from forty- 
one states, and one has come all the way from 
India. A young Nebraska farmer sent a cor- 
dial letter, stating that his gift represented part 


as an exprgsstop"Of/ interest” 
"spiritual needy and ‘a tok 
contributed the sum Of ‘Teh iDellars.to the Society, “and by virtue of this gift 
has been enrolled as 3, Charter. Member of the One THdusann Frisnps’ Crus. 
é . x § a ®. Gis * + ~ 


Seal pffieed in the year Of pwr Lond 
One Thousand Nine Hundred Thirty Phres. 


THE CERTIFICATE, ONE QUARTER SIZE 


of the payment which he had received for pitch- 
ing hay. A preacher in Vermont sent some old 
gold to meet his contribution, and one of the 
Society’s annuitants requested that her next 
annuity payment be retained to meet her mem- 
bership gift. 

It would be a great encouragement if the fol- 
lowing list of charter members of the “One 
Thousand Friends’ Club” reached the desired 
goal of one thousand before 1933 ends. Any 
reader of the Recorp who sends an emergency 
gift of ten dollars ($10.00) will receive a cer- 
tificate, will bring the list just that much nearer 
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the hoped-for total, and, what is of more im- 
portance, will help the Society to carry on its 
work in one of the neediest times of its long 
years of ministering through the Word. 


CHARTER MEMBERS—ONE THOUSAND CLUB 


Ackroyd, Mr. J. Becker, Mr. J. A. 


Bryan, Mrs. W. B. Coleman, Miss F, B. Dickin 
Adams, Mrs. M. | Beecher, Mrs. J. L. Bullock, Miss W. 1. Coole Mec Gn Dickson tes a 
Alderfer, Mr. A. C, Behler, Miss E. F. Burke, Mr. D. Coon, Mr. and Mrs. Dole, Mrs M E. ‘ 
Alfhands, Mr. J. L. Bennett, Mrs. C. FE. Busse, Mrs. C. Coonrod, Mrs. C. H. Donovan, Prof WwW. 
Anderson, Mrs. T, A. Berry, Mrs. M. Bussing, Miss M. rs , Draper Mrs c F. 
Armstrong, Mrs. T. S. Bickel, Mr. H. W. Campbell, Mrs. L,. Cornell, Mr. C. E. Drumeller, Mrs. W 
Artzt, Mr. C. Birnie, Miss M. W. Camper, Miss P. ory, irs Re Dunlap, Dr. R. W. 
Atz, Mr. and Mrs, N. Black, Mrs. L. Canfield, Miss F. E. Cragg, Mrs. C. E. Dutt, Mr. H. M. — 
Bacon, Miss C. L,. Blair, Miss M. A. Carl, Miss R. K. Crain, Miss C, Ealy, Mrs. H. B 
Baker, Mrs. J. S. Blakely, Mr. G. H. Carn, Mrs. beatin Cramer, Miss R. M. Eberhardt, Mr. and 
Baker, Mr. M. C. Blaker, Rev. and Mrs. Carson, Mrs. C. W. Crawford, Prof. LL. Mrs E. ce 
Baker, Mrs. Rowe Ge pe : Caruthers, Miss E. Croasdale, Mrs. H. Eddy “Mrs Daas 
Balch, Mrs. (Opes ts Blakeston, Miss M. 1. Case, Mrs. F. M. Cunningham, Miss M Edman, Mr. A. V. 
Barnett Bros, Mercan- Blinkhorn, Miss J. Case, Miss J. B. Cushing, Miss M. : Edwards Miss E. S 
_ tile Co. : Bolt, Mr. J. Cater, Mirae ioe Ay Davenport, Rev. H. Edwards, Miss Te M. 
tarnhardt, Mrs. S. KE.  Bordirn, Mr. P. Chancellor, Mrs. J. Davis, Mrs. G. A. Ellis, Miss BE, A. 
Barnum, Mrs, F. G. Brack, Mr. H. Chapin, Miss LI, Dawson, Mrs. P. J. Esleeck, Mrs. A. W 
Bartlett, Mrs. A. S. Bradley, Mr. S. Chase, Miss M. M. Dawson, Mrs. R. § Evans, Mrs iS ‘Se 
Bartlett, Mrs. 1. A. Breed, Dr. Anna Clark Mire DS: Dean, Mrs. C. C. Everts, Mrs. A A 
Bashore, INE) ess Bricker, Mrs. S. D. Clay, Miss M. E. DeGelder, Miss M. Fairlie, Mrs. W. 
Beal, Mrs. T. R. Brockmeier, Miss IL. Clement, Miss M. DeHaven, Miss C. B Farrar, Mr oh) 'R 
Beasley, Miss B. Brown, Mrs, C. L,. Clevenger, Mr. S. Demeritt, Mr. B. R._ Felt, Miss L. M. _ 
Reattie, Miss. BE. J. Brown, IDkoy 187, 1 Clothier, Mr. C. R. DeMotte, Miss A. — Ferguson Miss M 
Beaver, Mr. F. P. Brown, Mrs. L. E. Coe, Miss A. Denton, Miss E. V. Fetterolf, Mr. A. C 
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Binch, Mr. 1. G. 
Fisher, Miss L. J 
Fletcher, Miss A 
Fluth, Mr. D. 

Ford, Mrs. H. W. 
Foster, Miss J. R. 
Foster, Mr. W. H. 


Franklin, Mrs. A. L,. 


Freeland, Mrs. E. 
maescoln. Dr I. —D- 
Freund, Rey. F. 
Frost, Miss lL. M. 
Fuller, Mr. C. M. 


Galbraith, Mrs. L. J. 


Garringer, Mr. W. 
Garritt, Miss EK. M. 
Gates, Mrs. H. N. 
George, Mr. EF. T. 
Gerrits, Mr. W. 
Giles, Miss A. H. 
Gillingham, Mr. F. 
Gilmor, Miss M. S. 
Good, Rev. M. F., 
D.D 


Gorsline, Miss M. 
Graf, Mr. E. 
Green, Miss I. W. 
Green, Miss I. I. 
Green, Mr. M. EK. 
Greenman, Mrs. S, 
Griffin, Mr. W. E. 
Griggs, Mrs. J. F. 
Gross, Mr. R. H. 
Guerry, Dr. LeG. 
Guthrie, Hon. E. G. 
Gwathmey, Mr. B. 
Gwynne, Mr. A. 
Haines, Mrs. E. G. 
Hall, Mrs. Ada G. 
Hamilton, Miss S. 
Hannaford, Mrs. F. 
Hansberger, Mr. A. 


Hansen, Mrs. M. M. 


Harrah, Mr. W. F. 
Harrington, Mr. N. 
Harrison, Mrs. F 


Hartman, Miss tN 13% 


Harvey, Mr. H. H. 
Harvey, Miss J. 
Haskins, Mrs. F. H. 
Hatch, Miss C. B. 
Hayes, Mrs. A. 
Heald, Mr. C. M 


Hebberd, Miss S. W. 


Hedges, Miss A. E. 
Heetderks, Dr. B. J. 
Heiland, Mr. A. C. 
Henley, Mr. C. D. 

Heppenstall, Mrs. J. 
Hershey, Mr. H. H. 
Himes, Mr. G. W. 

Hodson, Rev. R. W. 
Hoekzema, Mr. P. J. 
Hoffman, Mrs. C. B. 
Hofman, Mrs. N. L 
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Holgren, Miss A. 
Hoobler, mrs. B. R. 
Hooker, Mrs. E. W. 
Horn, Miss R. 
Hosmer, Mrs. E. 


Houghton, Mr, B. B. 


House & Herrmann 
Hoy, Miss B. M. 
Hoy, Miss C. kK. 
Hudson, Mrs. b. 
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een ib lenelaciN otGone Ofeat All 


By Edward S. Martin, LL.D., Litt.D. 


HE Bible is an altogether extraordinary 

book. What anyone finds in it depends 
upon what he knows already. The Bible as it 
stands is the record of God’s dealing with men, 
and is largely concerned with the invisible 
world and is the book to which people turn who 
are concerned about that world and their rela- 
tions with it. In such matters most people pre- 
fer the original documents on which accepted 


beliefs are based, and in the Bible as it is they 
come pretty near to getting them. 


Christianity in nineteen centuries has very 
likely gone off a good deal from its primitive 
vigor and faith, but the Bible has not gone off 
at all. It is just what it was. The more people 
know, and the more they believe about the in- 


visible world and the things with which religion 
is most concerned, the less disposed they will 
be to have the Bible disemboweled and pared 
down to suit people who believe less. 
stands, it is the great touchstone of belief. What 
we find in the Bible depends, as said, on what 
we have learned to understand, and the more 
understanding advances, the more the Bible 
yields to qualified readers Christian Advocate. 


As it 


THIS message is from a Lutheran minister: 


Christ for Bible bonds. 


I read every Brey Society Record with deep sat- 
isfaction over the progress and power of the Divine 
Word, and only regret that the world got my little 
ministerial savings for mortgage bonds instead of the 
But, whatever will be sal- 
vaged shall go for Bible work, on the prodigals’ return. 
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We Gave Thanks Together 


NE day a friend sent a Bible from Amer- 

ica. On the flyleaf was written, “For 
some one who has been praying for an English 
Bible.” I laid the book away, wondering how 
many years it would have to lay on the shelf ; 
for our people prefer the Bible in their own 
tongue, and the few English folk in town would 
scarcely include a Bible in their prayers—if 
they even prayed. But, the next day, an un- 
known woman called. She explained that she 
had come to town with her son, who was on 
the railroad, and, seeing the sign “American 
Mission,” she came in, as she was an Amer- 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
INSTITUTED 1816 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


HE American Bible Society was instituted 

in 1816 with the sole object of encourag- 
ing wider circulation of the Holy Scriptures, 
without note or comment. 

Its program is world-wide and includes the 
translation of the Scriptures into the languages 
and common dialects of the people; the pub- 
lication of the Scriptures in styles suitable and 
convenient, and at the lowest possible cost; 
the distribution of the Scriptures throughout 
the world at cost or free, as a missionary pro- 
gram. 

Membership in the Society consists of four 
classes, each with its special privileges: 

1. Annual Members are constituted by an annual sub- 
scription of $5.00. 


2. Life Members are constituted by a subscription of 
$50.00 at one time. 


3. Life Directors are constituted by a subscription 
of $150.00 in one or two payments. 


4. Memorial Members are constituted by a contri- 
bution of $100.00. The contributor names the one 
in whose memory the Membership is created. ‘The 
Bible is distributed through the years in memory 
of such a person. 


Handsome engraved certificates are presented 
to Life Directors and Life Members. 

The Society is supported by the gifts of its 
members and friends and by the contributions 
of Christian churches with which the Society 
has official and semiofficial relations. 


ican too. Her husband had died years ago, 
leaving her stranded out here with two little 
ones. They had existed, but never got funds 
enough to take them home. As she told me her 
history, she spoke of the comfort her Bible 
had been to her. And then she said, “It is just 
a tiny book, and, since my eyes are failing, it 
is hard to read; but I am praying that my son 
may be able to save enough to get me a new 
one.” I got the book and showed her the fly- 
leaf, and we gave thanks together—An ex- 
tract from a letter from Mrs. E. Stanley Jones, 
of India. 


AUGUST MEETING OF THE BOARD 


HE fourth stated meeting of the Board 

of Managers in the one hundred and 
eighteenth year of the Society was held at the 
Bible House on Thursday, August 3, 1933, 
President Talcott in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by Re- 
cording Secretary Chamberlain. 

The minutes of the previous meeting and of 
the various standing committees were pre- 
sented and approved. 

General Secretary Brown reported the en- 
couraging fact that the income from living do- 
nors, individuals, and churches, up to August 1 
was in excess of the estimate for that period. 

Assistant Secretary Fowle reported that calls 
for the Bibles and Testaments authorized by 
the Board, at its last meeting, for distribution 
in Civilian Conservation Corps camps had been 
so great that a need for a further supply was 
apparent, and the Board authorized a further 
donation of 5,000 New Testaments. 

On a statement by Treasurer Darlington, the 
Board decided that the American Bible Society 
agree to cooperate under the President’s Re- 
employment Agreement, accepting the minimum 
wage specifications, and the forty-hour week. 

The Auditing Committee reported that it had 
examined and found satisfactory and correct 
the report of the certified public accountant on 
the books of the Treasurer, for the year 1932. 

The Treasurer reported the following con- 
signments to Foreign Agencies during the 
month of June, 1933: Brazil, 150 volumes, 
valued at $81.72; Caribbean, 31 volumes, 
valued at $6.30; Japan, 763 volumes, valued at 
$309.12; La Plata, 100 volumes, valued at 
$69.80; Mexico, 15,988 volumes, valued at 
$1,879.48; Upper Andes, 4,455 volumes, valued 
at $1,015.77; total volumes, 21,487; total 
value, $3,362.19. 

The issues from the Bible House during the 
month of June were 190,453 volumes. 
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Don [ LET YOUR INCOME 


Shrink! 


OU can avoid a shrinking income, as many 


others have done, by placing your money 
in Annuity Agreements of the American Bible 
Society. 


An Annutty Agreement 


is a legal contract in which the American Bible 
Society in return for a gift of money ($100 or 
over) binds itself to pay to the holder (the 
holder being called an annuitant) a specified 
sum every year as long as the annuitant lives. 


These Annuity Agreements are safe, because 
they are backed by the sound financial re- 
sources and business management of a trust- 
worthy institution whose work is indispen- 
sable to the Christian enterprise and whose 
annuity program has stood the test for over 
80 years. 


An easy-to-read booklet tells you all about 
it—the rates you receive—how you help in 
making the Scriptures widely available 
around the earth—how a relative or friend 
may be included. 


Amerioan Bible Society, 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet No. 62J, entitled “A 
Gift That Lives.’’ 


